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ABSTRACT

The Analysis of [llustrations in Elementary and Secondary Science

Textbooks from a Perspective of Gender Equity

- Focused on the occupation of characters in textbook illustrations -

Young-Ju Kong(Teacher, Hogok Middle School)
Hyun-Sook Chang(Visiting Scholar, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign)
Kyung-Hee Choi(Professor, Ewha Womans University)

Sex-roles or manly images in science textbooks may strengthen the traditional
stereotype for the sex-role to the students and it may affect science achievements,
attitudes for the science and their career developments. It is necessary to use the
non biased teaching materials regarding with the gender for achieving gender
equity in science classrooms. This study purported to analyze the illustrations in
elementary and secondary science textbooks based on 6th and 7th national
curriculum from a perspective of gender equity focused on the occupation of
characters in textbook illustrations. The results show that career women in the
illustrations appeared much less frequently than male workers, and their roles
were stereotyped such as nurses or teachers. The only female scientist in science
textbooks based on 6th curriculum was Marie Curie, and in science textbook based
on 7th curriculum were Marie Curie, Joliot Curie and Meitner. There were lots of
career models in science fields in the 7th curriculum based secondary science
textbooks, but 86.3% of them were illustrated as a male person. It shows that

there are severe gender bias in science education.

Key Words : gender bias, gender equity, illustration, science textbook
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