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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Descriptions Related with Population in
Middle School Textbooks Preparing for Low Fertility Era

Tai-Hun Kim (Professor, Korea National University of Education)
Gang-Yong Park (Supervisor, Gyeonggi-do Yulgog Educational Training Institute)
Poo-Kyoung Kwon (Teacher, Sangdang High School)

Jeong-Ae Kang (Teacher, Affiliated High School With

Korea National University of Education)

Sou-Young Lee (Teacher, Banghak Middle School)

The total fertility rate of Korea is lowest among OECD countries, decreasing
from 4.53 in 1970 to 1.08 in 2005.

This phenomenon adequately shows the seriousness of the low fertility problem
in Korea. If this phenomenon continues, it will impose a negative affect on society
by dropping productive manpower, and aging the population as a whole.

This problem may not be solved in the short term. Therefore, I have analysed
the text books for middle school students to find some suggestions and ways to
solve the low fertility issues.

The themes of population, family, and gender equality are usually covered in various
subjects such as social studies, ethics, home management, physical education, and
environment. Among these subjects, social studies and ethics cover the most area of the
themes. Because the study of population, family, and gender equality are usually
concentrated on specific grades, the continuance of education in these subjects is lacking. In
addition, the contents of the available education is on superficial level. Therefore it appears
that students are limited in their understanding appreciation of the problems at hand.

Toward this end, we should approach the presentation of population-related
education in a comprehensive and systematic way. I propose altering the contents
of the education to include the seriousness of Korea’s aging population and low
fertility rate. In conjunction, appropriate development training programs, and
practice for teachers should also occur.

Key Words : population education, value education, middle school textbook, low
fertility, total fertility rate
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