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ABSTRACT

Dewey’s Laboratory School and the Teachers as Artists

Eun-Joo Yang

{(Professor, Gwangju National University of Education)

With arising critical consciousness of the problematic situation of our schooling,
we should reflect upon the direction and nature of school change that we need
today. In this context we may profitably focus our attention on the school-based
educational reform and the teachers’ potential as the subjects for transforming
actual practices. In this context, this study explores one of the illuminating cases,
the Laboratory School of the University of Chicago that was founded and led by an
American pragmatist philosopher, John Dewey, from 1896 through 1904.

Dewey’s Laboratory School is one of the exemplary models that have realized
the ideal possibilities of school education based on a well-thought-out educational
philosophy in accordance with active participation of creative and cooperative
teachers. "The Dewey School’ has become a pioneer that had great influence upon
the New Education Movement in many western countries in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. This study aims at elucidating the experimental nature of the
Dewey school and the artistic quality of the teachers, by analyzing previous studies
that contain the records of concrete actual experiences in the school.

The first part of the main discussion deals with the general history of the
University of Chicago Laboratory Schools. The second part examines the
characteristic traits of the actual school curricula experiences with respect to its
objectives, subject-matters, teaching and learning methods, and school organization.
The third part explores the concrete meanings of the teachers as artists as
embodied in their everyday classroom practices. Finally, after summing up the
practical reformative aspects of Dewey’s educational thoughts as manifested in the
Dewey School, the implications for the current school reform and teachers’
transformative efforts are discussed.

Key Words : John Dewey, laboratory school curricula experience, teachers as
artists, educational reform movement



