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ABSTRACT

How and What to teach about Bioethics in the Textbooks of Five
Subjects: Moral Education, Korean Language, Social Science,

Science, and Practical Art

Jee-Young Park(Ph. D. Candidate, Seoul National University)
Heui-Baik Kim(Professor, Seoul National University)
Kyung-Hee So(Professor, Seoul National University)

Eun-Hee Cho(Professor, Chosun University)

Recent biotechnology development is growing very fast along with interest in
bioethics education. The purpose of this study is to explore how and what to teach
about bioethics in both primary and secondary schools in Korea. For the study, the
National Curriculum(from the 3rd to the 10th grade) and the textbooks of five
subjects, such as Korean Language, Social Studies, Moral Education, Practical Art
(Technology/Home Economics) and Science, in which topics of bioethics were
supposed to be dealt with, were analyzed.

The results of the analysis are summarized as follows. First, the main contents
which bioethics education covered at primary and secondary schools, included
‘issues on respect for life’, ‘issues on medical ethics’, and ‘issues on biotechnology
ethics’. Second, the content of bioethics education was different according to the
school level. While bioethics education at primary school level covered restricted
content of ‘issues on respect for life’, bioethics content at the secondary school level
included ‘issues on medical ethics’ and ‘issues on biotechnology ethics’ in addition to
‘issues on respect for life’. Third, each subject put emphasis on the different issues
of bioethics, and the types how bioethics issues were presented in the textbooks
were different with the subjects. Two subjects of Science and Technology/Home
Economics dealt with the issues of bioethics the most frequently, but most of them
just focused on giving information of bioethics. Korean Language covering the topics
of ‘respect for persons’ and ‘suicide’ were found to emphasize the value of life, and
Social Science stressed the justice in the modern society on which science and
technology have great effect. Opportunities for students to discuss about bioethics

issues were highly restricted to a part of Social Science and Science.
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As a result, bioethics education to have given main focus on increasing the

ethical knowledge of students, needs to shift the goal to improving ethical

judgement of students.

Key Words : bioethics eduecation, issues of bioethics, curriculum, textbook, scope

and sequence of content
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