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ABSTRACT

A Philosophical Examination on the Reconciling

Models between Liberal and Vocational Education

Jae- Bong Yoo
(Seoul Nationa University)

Liberal education which addresses the pursuit
of rationality or knowledge for its own sake
through initiating students into several forms
of knowledge has taken up a typical form of
education.
rule out vocational preparation under the title

school Liberal education tends to
of an ‘'extrinsic am' or
that it
which  we

a 'bad enemy’', so
cannot satisfy practica demands in

live and engage. However,
vocational education should be considered in
school education, since it seems to be crucial
elements for the flourishing life. It is natural
that attempts to bridge the gap between liberal
education and vocational preparation have been
made by a number of philosophers, notably
Dewey, Pring and Scheffler.

Their views have in common that education

should be met vocational challenges, although

their ways of reconciling are more or less
different. Dewey's 'liberal-vocational
education' (or 'vocational-liberal education')
model rgects the vocational/liberal education
divide by defining vocationaleducation broadly.
Pring's  'vocationalising liberal  education’
model fills the gap by taking a broad
conception of liberal education. Sheffler's
‘liberalising vocational education' model bridges
the gap by expanding the conception of liberal
education which accepts demands of
vocational preparation. These attempts
that

consider social and practica demands at any

challenges school  education  should

level.

Keywords: Liberal education, Vocational preparation(education), Reconciling modd, Dewey,

Scheffler, Pring
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