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Abstract

A Study on the Effects of Teaching Cooperative Play on

Aggressive Behaviors of Children with Mental Retardation

An, Soo-Kyoung

Park, Seung-Hee

(St. peter's schoal) - ( Ewha Womans University)

The purpose of this study is to examine the
effects of teaching cooperative play to three
mentally retarded children with aggressive
problem behaviors in a special school setting.
Using multiple baseline design across subjects,
the frequency of cooperative play behavior and
aggressive behavior during baseline, treatment,
follow-up sessions were measured.

retarded

aggressive

For this study,
high
behavior in free play time were selected as

three mentally
children with levels  of
subject. They were mingled with their five
peers who were also disabled into playroom,
and taught to play cooperatively with the five
peers by an adult instructor during treatment
sessions. As a result of this treatment, the
frequency of cooperative play behavior of all

three subjects was increased, and the
frequency of aggressive behavior of all three
subjects was decreased. The increase of
cooperative play behavior and the decrease of
aggressive behavior were maintained after
eight weeks withdrawal of treatment.

From the results of this study, We can
suppose that the increase of cooperative play
behavior by teaching cooperative play can lead
the collateral decrease of aggressive behavior
in free play time. In other words, cooperative
play behaviors could be able to substitute
aggressive behaviors in free play time in a

special environment.

Keywords : Nonaversive approach, Effects of teaching cooperative play, Replacement behavior,
Aggressive behavior, Collateral effects, Children with mental retardation



