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ABSTRACT

The Acceptance and Development of the
Existential Philosophy of Education in Korea

Sun-Bo Kang
(Korea University)

The purpose of this study is to examine the
acceptance, development, and  influences  of
existentia philosophy of education in Korea.

The deveopment of science and techndogy in
modern  socity  caused  the  dehumanizing
phenomenon. Therefore, man tends to be as a beng
of means or a mechanical being. The Existentiaism,
which appesred in the early 20th century, contrived
the recovering of the humanity while emphasizing
on the quest for the human being.

The existentialism was introduced to the fidd
of philosophy in Korea during the 1920s. However,
its acceptance and devdopment as an educaiona
philosophy was during the 1960s.

Despite this slow acceptance of existentialism
in education, Sasanggye, one of the leading monthly
academic journas o the ealy 20th century
intellectua class in Korea, played a very important
rode in the introduction of the existentiaism to the
genera public. During the 1950s- 1960s process of
the existentialism's forma acceptance to the filed of
education in Korea, Enwoo Kim, Shinwong Kang,
and Kyuho Lee, three of the leading scholars in the
the possble

exigentialiam,

educational philosophy,
future of Koreas education in the

sought  for

Key words :

therefore thar prudent academic effort should take a
significant place in the process of the existentidism's
reception to educationa philasophy in Korea.

Due to the fact that the most part of the modern
Korean educationd system was established under
heavy influence of the American pragmatism of
John Dewey during the two decades after the 1945
Liberation, the influence of the existentiaism in
education was very insignificant. This insignificant
contribution of the existentidism was aso caused
by the characteristic methoddogica
Undoubtedly the
educational practice in Korea during that period aso
played an important rde in this insignificant
contribution of the existentialism in the fidd of
education and, the existentidism had been a mere

limitation.
inferior  surroundings in the

theory without practice among many other minor
ideas in education. However, it seems that the
historica importance of the existentialism was quite
significant as its roe of providing a broader
understanding o education and students to the
educatars in the fidd through its unique idea of the
uncontinual formulative possibility in education(die
Msglichkeit  der
Erziehung).

unstetigen Formen in der

Existential philosophy of education, Acceptance of existentialism,

Whole education, Educational anthropology, Existential view of

man, Encounter, Humanism
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