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ABSTRACT

Meanings and Methods of Educative Experience: Based on

Dewey’s Theory and Practice in the Laboratory School

Ju Hee Bak
Teacher, Pungam Elementary School
Eun-Joo Yang

Professor, Gwangju National University of Education

This study explores the teacher's question of how to guide students towards the
fundamental willingness to learn from meaningful educative experiences in school. It
entails other questions about the essential nature and practical methods of educative
experience. In pursuit of finding the answers about those questions, we explore John
Dewey’s theory of educative experience and the practical meanings of the Laboratory
School in Chicago University. His theoretical and practical attempts have still valid
implications for those who seek to innovate the school and the classroom practices despite
the gap in the times with the rapidly changing contemporary society. First of all, as for
the theoretical discussion, Dewey ’s notion of experience is located in the post-modern
context, which is distinguished from pre — modern and modern counterparts. The two
principles of continuity and interaction for developing educative experience are to be
explicated to consist of the internal unity of an experience and the integral relationship
among experiences on the one hand, and of internal condition and objective condition in
interacting experience on the other hand. Next, we extract the practical meanings and
concrete methods of educative experience from Dewey’s Laboratory School experiments
with the curriculum development records for 7 years and analyze them in relation to the
four criteria, with a view to understanding the crucial role of teachers as the

transformative leader.

Key Words: educative experience, John Dewey's theory of education, Laboratory School

classroom practices, continuity and interaction
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