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ABSTRACT

Exploring Types of Competency-Based Curriculum Design:

Based on the 2015 Revised Curriculum

Hyunhee Cho

Research Professor, Korea University

This study aims to explore types of competency-based curriculum design based upon
teachers’ decision-making for their curriculum planning. By investigating current issues
related to competency-based curriculum reforms, this study identified two axes of
teachers’ decision-making for their competency-based curriculum planning. One axis deals
with what to present as a pivot for selecting and/or organizing curriculum content and
activities, such as teachers’ decision-making between a deep understanding of core
concepts and generalized knowledge and a key competency, which is caused from the
controversy as to whether there is a thread of connections between the Understanding by
Design (UbD) and a competency-based curriculum. The other axis deals with how to
understand and utilize curriculum standards, such as teachers’ decision—making between
standards—driven curriculum planning and standards—conscious curriculum planning, which
is rooted in different epistemological stances. This study reveals that these two axes of
decision—-making come up with four types of competency-based curriculum design. Based
on the findings, this study sought to identify a type for competency-based curriculum
design that best fits the current status of South Korean education system. Suggestions

and implications for educational policies and practices were also provided.

Key Words: Competency-Based Curricilum, Curriculum Development, Curriculum

Design, Understanding by Design, Standards
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