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ABSTRACT

Analysis and Implications of Character Education Factors in
Middle and High School Literature Textbooks

Hyunjeong Kim
Assistant Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation
Su-yeol Ryu

Professor, Hanyang University

The purpose of this study is to analyze middle school Korean Language textbooks and
high school Literature textbooks so as to explore the main factors of character education
in order to revitalize character education in literature education. We set three elements of
moral imagination ability, critical thinking ability, and reflexive thinking ability as factors
of human development in character education through literary education. 'Moral
imagination ability’ refers to the ability to perceive and confirm moral approach to the
thinking or behavior of a person or a speaker in a literary work. 'Critical Thinking
ability’ is a moral judgment and evaluation of the value of a person or a speaker.
'Reflective thinking ability’ means the ability to self-empathize with the empathy and
distancing of the person or the speaker’s life or emotion. We analyzed textbooks based on
the elements of 'self, others, community’ together with these three factors. As a result of
analysis, we found more contents related to character education in high school textbooks
than middle school textbooks. The correlation between the contents of the textbooks and
the learning activities was very weak, and the 'self’ category were found most frequently.
In order to activate character education in literary education, it is necessary that the
factors of character education are reflected on various levels of the curriculum, and
learning activities need to be developed. In future research, the principles and methodology

of personality education should be continuously developed.

Key Words: Basic Factors for Character Education, Moral imagination Ability, Critical
Thinking Ability, Reflective thinking Ability
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