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ABSTRACT

A Study on Middle School Students’
Expository Writing Ability and Characteristic Analysis

Jung-Yoon Song
Secondary school teacher, Jangan middle school
Joo-Hwan Kim

Associate Professor, Andong University

The purpose of this study was to compare 189 second - year middle school students’
writing ability according to gender and level group and analyzed the characteristics of
expository writing made by them. The results are summarized as follows. First, male
students’ ability to expository writing ability was higher in middle and upper level group
than female students. In general, female students are known to have better writing skills
than male students, but female students are generally higher than male students only at
lower levels. Second, it was revealed that there was lack of concrete, detailed and
objective information about the subject in the middle school students’ expository writing.
Explanations were not classified according to subcategories, and contents were generated
at common sense level. Third, it was confirmed that both the macro structure and the
micro structure were insufficient in the explanatory writing of middle school students.
Approximately 37.4% of the articles were macro-structured, while only 17.46% were
articles with paragraphs. Fourth, in the writing of the explanatory text of middle school
students, subjective expression was often used rather than objective expression of object.
In terms of sentence expressions, middle and lower level students had difficulty in

generating various types of sentences.

Key words - middle school students’ writing ability, expository writing, contents of text

, organization of text, expression of writing
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