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ABSTRACT

Developing students’ moral virtues in high school English class:

Focused on the analysis of high school English textbooks

Sung Woo Hong

Teacher, Seosan Girl's High School
Hae Sung Sohng

Professor, Kongju National University

This study aims to analyze moral virtues in high school English textbooks in order to find
out whether these textbooks can be conducive to developing students’ moral virtues. To
achieve the purpose, a list of core moral virtues in English subject were built in line with the
Korean national curriculum of English revised in 2015. The moral virtues in 16 textbooks, 8 of
EnglishI and 8 of Englishll textbooks, were carefully examined based on the competencies
of the self-management and community spirit from the list. The results of the analysis
showed that most of the textbooks were excessively focused on a few moral virtues. In terms
of the Englishl textbooks, the units dealing with interest and curiosity were 452,
multicultural and global citizenship, 1496 and confidence and positive attitude, 8%. As for
EnglishIl textbooks, the units focusing on interest and curiosity were 4596, environmental
ethics, 18% and multicultural and global citizenship, 11%6. There were very few opportunities
in both textbooks that students could cultivate their moral virtues such as self-acceptance,
self-expression, cooperation, responsibility and empathy. Therefore, it can be said that the
current high school English textbooks are not enough for developing high school students’
moral virtues. To supplement the insufficient contents of the textbooks, implications for
building students’ moral virtues through English education and appropriate roles of English

teachers were discussed.

Key Words: revised national curriculum in 2015, moral education, moral virtue,

English textbook, core moral competencies in English subject
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