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ABSTRACT

Difference of Career Maturity, Core Competencies, and School

Satisfaction According Free Learning Semester

Dongsim Kim

Research Professor, Inha University

Korean middle school students are allowed to spend a free learning semester without
tests and assessment starting in 2016. It was designed to provide middle school students
with a chance to search for their future career through various kinds of job-experience
activities. In the free learning semester, students only take necessary subjects like Korean,
mathematics and English, and use the rest of their curriculum time for career exploration,
club activities, physical training and art education. The purpose of study was to invest
performance(career maturity, cognitive/affective/sociocultural core competencies, school
satisfaction) of free learning semester. For this research, surveys were administered with
first grade students at two middle schools. A total of 522 Korean middle school students
participated in the study. The result of this study, career maturity, social-core
competencies, and school satisfaction were the variables that make a significant difference
between before and after free learning semester. Career maturity, social-core
competencies, and school satisfaction latent mean after free learning semester were higher
than that before. Career maturity and school satisfaction effect size were medium,
social-core competencies effect size was small. This study proposed strategies for the

successful free learning semester.

Key Words: Free Learning Semester, Career Maturity, Core Competencies, School
Satistaction
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