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ABSTRACT

2017 Simulation of the High School Graduate Equivalency Test
(HSGET)
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The Graduate Equivalency Test (GET) is a national accreditation system with two
main aims: to enhance national competitiveness by raising the education level of the
people and to achieve educational equality and social integration in Korea. In order to
offer fair assessment, the scope of the current GET is determined according to the
national curriculum. The purpose of this study is to verify the validity of the scope of and
the items on the test by conducting a simulation of the High School Graduate Equivalency
Test (HSGET) in 2017. We carried out many meetings and semi-structured interviews
with school teachers to set a scope for 2017 HSGET. Once opinions from the teachers
were gathered, we produced test items accordingly and a short questionnaire survey was
added at the end of the test sheet. After testing the test items in 10 different schools
with over 300 students, we conducted semi-structured interviews with teachers to learn
more about their views on the testing process at their schools and the level of item
difficulties. Analyzing the results showed that the students had similar test results as in
previous years for Korean. Regarding English, mathematics, and social studies, the test
items seemed to be easier than on previous tests. This was the first 2017 simulation of
HSGET; hence continued efforts are needed to make the HSGET more reliable for

predicting the outcomes for groups of students at different schools than those previous
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tests.

Key Words: Graduate Equivalency Test (GET), High School Graduate Equivalency Test
(HSGET), Scope of the GET, National Level Test, 2009 Revised National Curriculum
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