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ABSTRACT

Analysis on the Meaning Change of the Term ‘Core Concept’ in
the 2015 Revised National Curriculum

Gyeong—Geon Lee
Integrated Ph.D. student, Seoul National University
Hun-Gi Hong

Professor, Seoul National University

In this study, researchers investigated the meaning and its change of the term ‘Core
Concept’ in the Korean 2015 revised national curriculum’'s content table, through the
documents of its developmental process. According to a timeline based investigation,
researchers found that ‘Core Concept’ was suggested as Big Ideas in the early stages of
the process of curriculum development, as more inter—subjective, transferable, enduring
understanding. It was also similar in the case of Next Generation Science
Standards(NGSS) of the US. However, other meanings have been added with the passage
of time, such as the ‘basic concept’ which reveal a subject’s own characteristics and order,
causing the term to become ambiguous. The reason of this change of meaning turned out
to be a difference of applicability of initial ‘Big Ideas’ approach to various subjects, and a
strong request from each subject. Consequently, the meaning of the term may vary
according to the subject. Based on the analysis results, researchers proposed the
following. First, to prevent confusions in the school field, further researches may reveal
its meaning of ‘Core Concepts in the area of each subject. Second, policies including
continuous in—service education of teachers, development of 'Big Ideas’-centered textbook,
and official redefinition about 'Core Concepts’ are recommended. Third, formulating
developmental systems and guidelines to reflect various viewpoints from each subject at

an early stage is needed.

Key Words: 2015 Revised National Curriculum, Core Concepts, Big Ideas
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