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ABSTRACT

A study on the time—periodic characteristics of Korean Social

Studies curriculum

— From syllabus period to 2015 revised national curriculum —

[I-Nam Ok

Associate Professor, Seowon University

This study inquires into the time-periodic characteristics of Korean elementary and
secondary Social Studies curriculum from syllabus period to 2015 revised national curriculum.
I took a chronological approach, dividing curricula of Social Studies into introductory period,
setting period, growth period, transformational period.

First, introductory period of Korean Social Studies curriculum emphasized the qualities of
civic(A) in a democratic society. Second, setting period of Korean Social Studies
curriculum emphasized the qualities of people(#I) in a democracy. Third, growth period of
Korean Social Studies curriculum emphasized the qualities of ’citizen’ out of 'people’. Fourth,
transformational period of Korean Social Studies curriculum presented common curriculum
and selecting curriculum, respects the right of choice of learners.

We could find some issues from this research. First, national social needs have been the
driving force towards changes of Social Studies curriculum. Second, there have been a
conflict between division and integration of general Social Studies, history and geography.

Therefore, it is necessary to revise the Social Studies curriculum towards demands of

consumers of education, future democratic citizens.

Key Words : Social Studies Curriculum, syllabus period, 2015 revised national

curriculum, changes of Social Studies Curriculum
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