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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Actual Conditions of Middle School Students’
Writing Abilities

Joo—Hwan Kim

Assistant Professor, Andong Natioal University

This study quantitatively and qualitatively investigated expository, persuasive, and
narrative texts written by 189 middle school students. Major findings of this study were
followed.

First, the level of middle school students’ writing was very low; in addition, the
percentage of below—basic level was high. Second, results of this study showed more
severe gaps by gender, region, and schools, compared to the results in the National
assessment of academic achievement for Korean language arts. Third, middle school
students demonstrated relatively lower performances in writing persuasive texts among 3
genres. Forth, middle school students struggled the most in selecting/organizing contents
in various dimensions of writing. Fifth, the number of words or sentences are lot more,
writing scores are higher. The results of this study showed that it is necessary for a
National assessment to precisely measure students’ writing ability for better instructional

support.

Key Words : middle school students, writing ability, writing assessment, expository text,

persuasive text, narrative text, National assessment of academic achievement
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