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ABSTRACT

A Study on First Graders’ Writing Ability for Expository Texts

Soonyoung Lee

Associate professor, Korea University

This study focused on the writing ability and development issues related to the
elementary students in their first semester. 256 students in Seoul and Jeonju individually
chose a topic that they knew well among four categories, such as objects, animals, sports,
and food, and wrote expository texts for 20 minutes. These written texts were analyzed
quantitatively(numbers of syllables, syntactic words, t-units, and sentences) and
qualitatively(contents, organizations, and expressions). In addition, the results of early
literacy inventories, including dictation, reading ability and attitude(NRI), and writing
attitude, were analyzed to identify the levels of development in literacy, the relations
among early literacy variables, and the characteristics of students’ expository texts.

First graders, in this study, produced 49 syllables(3 sentences) on average. Among the
three dimensions in writing quality, content scores were higher than others. Variables in
quantitative and qualitative dimensions in writing were highly related to others. However,
correlation coefficients between early literacy variables(dictation, reading ability/attitude,
and writing attitude), and writing ability for expository text were all low. The
development gap between female and male students was identified across early literacy
variables. Students’ expository texts were generally short, simple, and information-listed
about a fixed topic. Some implications were suggested for writing instruction for first

graders and further research based on the findings of this study.

Key Words - writing development, expository text, first grade in elementary school,

writing ability, early literacy, literacy development, reading & writing
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