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ABSTRACT

A Case Study of Korean Language Education Instruction in a
Free-semester Middle School for the Curriculum Reconstruction

and Instructional Improvement

Hyeon-Seon Jeong

Professor, Gyeongin National University of Education
Eun-Ha Oh

Doctoral Candidate, Ewha Womans University

This study investigated changing patterns of curriculum reconstruction and
instructional improvement in a free-semester middle school and analyzed students’ and
teachers’ responses. A free-semester program was introduced in order to help students
search for future careers as well as their aptitudes. During the free-semester, diverse
instructional approaches including curriculum reconstruction and instructional
improvements were explored and attempted. As a case study on a school in the
Kyunggi province, this study analyzed the school curriculum, and Korean Language
Education (KLE) textbooks and worksheets, and interviewed 3 teachers and 5 students.
As a result, this study revealed that KLE curriculum was reconstructed according to
core—achievement standards, domain-integrated approaches, and subjects—convergence
principles. In terms of instructional methods, cooperative learning was empathized and
instructional methods were revised according to the purposes of the free—semester
programs. In addition, the analyses of the interviews revealed that the free—semester
programs contributed to the possibilities of (1) realizing a communicational purpose in
KLE, (2) fostering positive attitudes toward Korean language learning, (3) converging
KLE instruction with other subjects, and (4) facilitating organization of teachers’ learning

communities.

Key words - free-semester program, Korean Language Education, curriculum
reconstruction, instructional methods, Teacher’s Learning Communities, understanding

by design
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