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ABSTRACT

The mmplications of elevation to moral education

Beong-Wan Chu
(Professor, Chuncheon National University of Education)

Observing acts of moral virtues triggers moral elevation, a distinct emotion characterized
by a sense of feeling morally uplifted and inspired. Elevation is the positive emotion elicited
when observing others behaving in particularly virtuous, commendable, or superhuman way.
Those who were in a state of elevation reported warm, pleasant, tingling feelings on their
chest. They also felt open to other people as their attention turned outward, and they felt
motivation to help others and to become better people themselves. Furthermore, elevation
triggers prosocial motivation, positive emotion, and helping behavior. However, researches on
elevation are not abundant in hoth domestic and foreign journals. In this regard, this article
ammed to explore the implications of elevation to moral education. Based on a literature
review, this article showed the meaning and effects of elevation, argued for the importance
of elevation in avoiding moral licensing, and finally suggested the desirable way of
promoting elevation among students. It 1s for us very important to acknowledge that
elevation provides a special opportunity to turn students’ core moral values into action.

Key Words : elevation, Haidt, moral education, moral emotion, moral licensing, role model



