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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Improvement of “The Intensive Course Taking
Policy’ of Middle School Education for the Next National
Curriculum Reform

Hye-Chong Han

(Associate Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)
Seung-Mi Lee

(Associate Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)

‘The Intensive Course Taking Policy refers to the policy in which the previous
administration allowed schools to reduce the number of subjects per semester to 8 or lower.
This was to relieve the students’ work loads in the 2009 Curriculum Revision, and has been
implemented since 2011. Currently, the Ministry of Education has been driving to reform
2009 National Curricilum. The aim of this study is to suggest how ‘The Intensive Course
Taking Policy’ of middle school education should be dealt with in the next National
Curriculum Reform through analyzing the school curriculum plans of the 94 middle schools
randomly sampled by 3% of the total number of the middle schools for the new students of
the year 2011, 2012, and 2013,

Based on the results of the analysis, this study provides the following suggestions
concerned with the fate of the intensive course taking policy of muddle school education.
Firstly, the present precepts written in the General Guideline of the 2009 Curriculum
Revision concerned with The Intensive Course Taking Policy needed to be paraphrased
without any restriction to the number of subjects per semester. Secondly, it should be
discouraged at the national level that the class hours of the subject which is taught through
the Intensive Course Taking are reduced. Besides, supporting strategies for innovating
instruction though the intensive course taking, and ways to reduce teachers’ burden of
administrative tasks in order for them to concentrate on preparing for their teaching has

been suggested.

Key Words : The Intensive Course Taking Policy for middle school education, National

Curriculum precept, electives in middle school curriculum, class hour per week






