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ABSTRACT

The teachers’ perception of the implementation of high—school
integrated science developed by 2009 revised science curriculum

Jae-Ho Sim
(Researcher Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)

This study aims to identify the teachers’ perception of the implementation of high—school
integrated science developed by 2009 revised science curriculum. For this, the survey of
teachers and interviews are performed, which are centered around the necessity, clarity,
complexity, quality and usefulness that affect the implementation of the curriculum. The result
shows that teachers perceive integrated science was not made by the needs of teachers and
students, but by the needs of some scientists. It also shows the teachers lack the clarity in
how to teach the integrated science. They consider the integrated science include difficult
concepts which ignore the recognition level of the students and concept hierarchy is weakened
because of the emphasis on integration and advanced technology rather than the organization
of the content. Accordingly, the teachers include the preceding concepts and connected
concepts to facilitate the understanding of the students in integrated science teaching, which
increases the number of the concepts to deal with. On the other hand, they are positive about
the usefulness and the quality of the integrated science textbook. Compared to the 7th
textbook, the content and material of the integrated science textbook are varied and more of
the content motivates interests and curiosity. However, this result does not indicate that the
usefulness and quality of the integrated science is higher. This study suggests that integrated
science curriculum should be made with the consideration on the coherent connection of

concepts.

Key Words : Integrated science, necessity, clarity, complexity, quality and usefulness,

coherent connection



