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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Role of Teachers in Textbook Writing Process
: Focusing on the Middle School History Textbook Writing

Mi-Ran Park

(Teacher, Gwangjang Middle School)
Hyun-Sook Park

(Professor, Korea University)

This paper examines the exact role played by teachers who participated in the writing of
History(I) and their understanding of the whole process through several interviews with
them. The results show that before the actual writing, they had expected the experience to
be an opportunity for them to become ‘experts’ and realize the ‘dream of writing an ideal
textbook.” However, during the actual writing, they, based on their classroom experiences,
tried to design a textbook with specific activities such as ‘writing in an easy and coherent
manner, ‘picturing the classroom, and ‘reading children’s minds.’

Some of the initial plans they had as textbook authors were modified because of certain
constraints and limitations. The classroom experiences themselves, the publisher’s
profit-oriented stance, the curricular regulations, and others functioned as restricting factors.
Yet the teachers persevered with the difficulties and finally finished the writing. And they
came to realize that their role is to assist the ‘professor-writers’ and provide actual
classroom expetiences with the help of the publisher. They also expressed satisfaction with
respect to the development of their expertise. They nonetheless felt a sense of frustration at
the restraints on their role.

This paper only interviewed teacher participants. The exclusion of the professors and the
editors from the interviewing process makes it hard for this study to show all the responses
to the new environment of textbook writing. Further studies in this direction hopefully will
ensue. This kind of studies will contribute to writing better textbooks.

Key Words : Historical Textbook, Teacher Author, Qualitative Research,
Perceptions of the Writing Process, Middle School
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