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(E 3) AFZYol ZatEl Aol 71584
e e Sl st HEA T MEAD
N H(SD) N HF(SD) N HF(SD) N | HZ(SD)
FAYFE
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=zt (w5218 399 | 13.8(3.0) [3819| 13.7(2.3) [4481| 13.8(2.4) | 946 | 12.1(2.1)
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ABSTRACT

An Exploration of Student-level and School-level Variables
Explaining English Achievement

Hyun Sook Yi
(Associate Professor, Konkuk University)

Jeong Soon Joh
(Professor, Konkuk University)

You Ree Lee
(M. Ed., Konkuk University)

The purpose of this study is to explore the effects of various factors that could predict
English achievement of Korean Students at elementary and secondary schools. Specifically,
this study employed a 2-level hierarchical linear model composed of input and process
variables both at student— and school-level, and examined the extent to which each set of
variables explain the variances of student-level and school-level English achievement, using
extensive survey data collected from the 2nd year study of the Seoul Educational
Longitudinal Study (SELS). Student-level input variables considered in this study include
students” background variables such as family income, parents’ education, extra—curricular
English learning, and study-abroad experiences. With those variables being controlled in the
model, effects of students’ educational-psychological and affective characteristics such as
learning attitudes and satisfactions with English classes at school were examined. At the
school level, variables indicating the school’s SES and environmental conditions were
controlled as input variables, and effects of process variables such as the English teachers’
instructional strategies were explored. The findings of this study have shown that student—
and school-level background variables are more influential in predicting English achievement
than process variables. Specifically, students’ SES and extra—curricular English learning and
study-abroad experiences, students’ attitudes in classroom, enthusiasm in learning have
significantly predicted English achievement at the student level. At the school level, however,

process variables have not shown significant effects in predicting English achievement.

Key Words : English achievement, context variables, Seoul Educational Longitudinal
Study (SELS)
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