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ABSTRACT

Academic Identity and Research Directions of Moral Subject
Matter Education

Chang-Woo Jeong

(Associate Professor, Seoul National University)

The aim of this article is to present future directions of research that moral subject
matter education can be more fully appreciated as an academically independent science. For
this purpose, this article describes reasons why we should make extraordinary efforts to
establish academic status of moral subject matter education at current stage, explores the
concept and academic identity of moral subject matter education, and presents some specific
ideas for getting academic identity as an independent scientific discipline in terms of a set
of phenomena to be studied, a set of theories, a set of preferred methods, and a worldview.
In addition, this paper presents a basic structure and scope of research areas covered in the
field of moral subject matter education. Recognizing the fact that sustained efforts and
enthusiasm of academic community sharing critical minds, research motives or interests, and
main concepts and research methods are undoubtedly needed in order for a new branch of
academic areas to be highly appreciated as an academically independent science, this article
fully accesses and uses previous research produced by the entire academic community

interested in moral education research especially from the late 1990’s.

Key Words : moral subject matter education, moral education, national ethics, academic

identity, academic standing
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