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ABSTRACT

Kindergarten Teachers’ Perceptions of the
"Nuri Curriculum for 5-Year-Old Children,
Regarding Its Content Relevance

Jin—Ju Youn

(Professor, Howon University)

Young-Sil Kim

(Professor, Wonkwang University)

Seon-Yeob Park

(Director, Jeollabukdo Early Childhood Education
& Development Institute)

This study looked into 3-4 year old class teachers’ perceptions of the relevance of the
“Nuri Curriculum for 5-year-olds.” particularly regarding the content categories, contents and
sub—contents of each curriculum area. It also examined the differences in content categories
of each area in relation to teacher-related variables. The subjects of this study were 224
teachers in charge of 3-4 year old classes at private kindergartens in North Jeolla Province.
As a research tool, a questionnaire was produced concerning the content categories, contents
and sub-contents of each curriculum area.

Regarding the teachers’ relevance perceptions of “content categories,” “contents” and
“sub-contents” (in this order), this study produced the following results.

1) In the area of physical activity and health, the teachers gave the highest level of

” W

relevance to the following items: “Living a healthy life,” “Maintaining personal hygiene and
cleaning one’s surroundings” and “Keeping one’s hands, body and teeth clean”;

2) In the area of communication, the teachers gave the highest level of relevance to the
following items: “Reading,” “Listening with proper attitude”/“Becoming interested in reading”
and “Using correct vocabulary and refined expressions”;

3) In the area of social relationship, the teachers gave the highest level of relevance to

” W

the following items: “Living together with others,” “Knowing and respecting social values”
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and “Behaving properly by being considerate to others”;

4) In the area of artistic experience, the teachers gave the highest level of relevance to
the following items: ““Enjoying artistic expressions,” “Expressing through art activities” and
“Expressing thoughts and feelings through various art activities”; and,

5) In the area of nature and inquiry, the teachers gave the highest level of relevance to
the following items: “Developing inquiring and scientific attitudes,” “Finding out about living
things and the natural environment” and “Finding out about the characteristics and growth
process of one’s favorite plants and animals.”

Regarding the teachers’ perception differences caused by their related variables, this
study produced the following results. The educational background caused statistically
meaningful differences only in the area of communication. The teacher’s age and the type of
age class led to statistically meaningful differences in all areas. In contrast teacher’s career
experience, statistically significant differences were not found in any of the areas.

This study should have significance in that it identified 3-4 year old class teachers’
theoretical understanding and perceptions of the Nuri curriculum (common curriculum) for
5-year-old children ahead of the planned implementation of a Nuri curriculum for children
aged 3 and 4.

Key Words : Nuri curriculum for 5-year-olds, relevance, kindergarten teachers’ perceptions



