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ABSTRACT

A Study on Relating the Korean National Curriculum Framework
to Core Competencies

Kwang-Woo Lee

(Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)
‘Won-Pyo Hong

(Assistant Professor, Yonsei University)

The primary purpose of this study is to investigate how to relate the Korean national
curriculum framework to core competencies. For this, based on an analysis of foreign cases,
this study constructed five different approaches to reorganizing the national curriculum to
base it on core competencies. It then conducted surveys twice in each of which 52 and 51
professional curriculum scholars and educators participated. Major findings show that the
participants in the survey preferred a modest approach than a more radical one, which
attempts to take a balance between the consistence among different subject areas and the
unique nature of each subject area. Based on these findings, this study suggests that
common core competencies the Korean school curricula pursue need to be explicated in the
general guideline of the national curriculum. When connecting these common core
competencies with subject area curriculum frameworks, it proposes a more flexible approach
which allows subject area specialists to determine which competencies among the common
ones to focus on. Along with these proposals, this study also proposes to develop curriculum
materials, evaluation tools and instructional methods relevant for developing students’ core

competencies.

Key Words : Korean National Curriculum Framework, Core Competencies, Competency—
Based School Curriculum






