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ABSTRACT

Exploration of the Difficulties in Applying Problem-Based
Learning(PBL) to the Class and the Solution

Kyeong—Won Park
(Instructor, KonKuk University)

This study is intended to identify the difficulties in applying the PBL in 3 months since
PBL training program was conducted for 8 elementary school teachers through the in—depth
interview so as to come up with the solution. As a result of examining the difficulties in
applying the PBL from curriculum implementation viewpoint, learner’'s viewpoint and
education environmental viewpoint, the following conclusion was made.

First, from the curriculum implementation standpoint, the teachers felt the difficulty in
developing PBL questions which are unstructured and linked to real situation. In developing
the PBL plan aimed at integrated curriculum, restructuring the curriculum at class level was
the challenge to the teachers, Second, from the learner’s standpoint, the teachers thought that
the students were unfamiliar with and afraid of the PBL and considering the underachievement
students in PBL was also difficult, Third, the teachers appealed the difficulty resulting from
parent’s negative awareness of PBL because of the concern on grades that might drop due
to PBL as well as non-constructive education circumstance.

Among the solutions to deal with the difficulties in applying PBL to the class which was
recommended by the participating teachers are; development of various PBL questions by Education
Office for distribution to the schools, Expansion of curriculum restructuring-related integrated
curriculum implementation program to teacher training and training program, The effort to
improve evaluation expertise, operation of evaluation-related teacher training focusing on
experience and practice, Improvement of non-constructive education environment and the
effort to change the school parent’s awareness of PBL through the in-house training

program for school parents.

Key Words : Problem-Based Learning, integrated curriculum implementation
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