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ABSTRACT

Comparative Analysis of Moral Life Curriculum of Korea and
Morals Curriculum of 1st and 2nd Graders of Japan

Bo-Yun, Seo
(Educational Supervisor, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology)

The purpose of this study is to gain implications on curriculum development from the
comparative analysis of Moral Life curriculum of Korea and morals curriculum of Japan.
The comparative analysis was based on the 2007 revised Moral Life curriculum of Korea and
the 2008 revised morals curriculum of Japan. The curriculum of the two countries were
compared and analyzed based on the purpose, assigned time and contents. As a result, the
similarities of the curriculum of the two countries were that they both emphasized moral
values, determination, practice and attitude. Also, both of their contents were composed of
basic life practices, manners, consideration and norms. However, the differences regarding
contents were that when teaching basic life practices, Korea included cultivation of basic
learning practices along with basic living practices while those of Japan only had information
regarding basic living practices such as personal health, safety, frugality and diligence. In
addition, Korea emphasized maintaining order regarding norms while Japan focused on
honesty, labor and courage. Finally, there suggested various points of improvement on
developing the Moral Life curriculum of Korea based on the similarities and differences of

Korea and Japan.

Key Words : Moral Life, morals, curriculum, comparison between Korea and Japan.
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