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ABSTRACT

Examination of Appropriateness of the Mineral and Rock Terms
and Proposal of New Termsl)

Cheol-Woong Jeon(Professor, Chungbuk National University)
Chang-Zin Lee(Professor, Chungbuk National University)

Chun-Ryol Ryu(Senior Researcher, Center for Gifted Education, KAIST)
Young—Ran Jeong(Graduate Student, Chungbuk National University)

The purpose of this study is to analyze the language composition and meaning of terms
for minerals and rocks in the earth science textbooks in order to propose new terms for
them. For this study, 124 terms for minerals and rocks in four languages - Korean, North
Korean, Chinese and Japanese have been under comparison, analysis and examination of
appropriateness. Once analyzed the terminological composition and meaning of each
languages, the case of same usage of a term has been found out in the ratio of 59%
regardless of linguistic difference. The case that a term is used alike in 3 other languages
except in Chinese has been found out in the ratio of 15%. And the case that each country
uses different term has been found out in the ratio of 3%. Among those, 20 terms for
minerals and 31 terms for rocks that any of these 4 Asian countries uses different term were
chosen to be our interest for the examination of appropriateness. In case of terms for
minerals, 10 terms has been selected for necessary modification and replacement for proper
terms. Out of these 10, we proposed new Korean terms for 9 and the Chinese term for the
remaining one. We selected 15 terms for necessary change in the case of rocks. We
proposed that 7 terms among them be Chinese terms themselves and 1 term be Japanese
term itself. And we proposed replacements of new ones for other 6 terms and a modification
of the suffix for rock-term suffix.

Key Words : Mineral, Rock, Earth science terms

1) This work was supported by the research grant of the Chungbuk National University in
2010.
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