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ABSTRACT

Elementary Education Curriculum for Children’s Happiness and

Freedom Based on Rousseau’s Enile

Eun-Joo Yang(Associate Professor, Gwangju National University of Education)

Mi-Young Choi(Teacher, Songjeong Chungang Elementary School)

This study has been initiated from communal concern and critical consciousness
about the problematic situation of so-called ‘lost childhood’, threatening
fundamentally children’s happiness and freedom today. Elementary school children
have been suffering from competitive and test-score oriented school atmosphere,
which is to be considered as affected by the broader post-industrial neo-liberalist
social conditions. In this context, this essay aims to infer some meaningful
implications from an interpretative inquiry on Rousseau’s philosophical theory of
childhood education as delineated in the second part of his Emile.

For this purpose, this essay deals with three sub-topics. In the first place, it
explores Rousseau’s critical consciousness encompassing his overall philosophy in
relation to his educational thoughts. In the second place, it shows that ‘the
well-regulated freedom’ based upon ‘the genuine love of self’'(amour de soi)
comprises the essential educative objective for the stage of childhood. In the third
place, it specifies the four concrete curriculum areas. They are the preliminary
basic moral sense for interacting with others, simple, unpretentious and honest
ways of using language, strength of physical power, well-balanced eating and
dressing habits in ordinary life, and most of all, perceptive sensibility and
exactness of sense judgement prior to the development of purely intellectual reason.
Finally, as a concluding remark, it is claimed that we should make conscious
efforts to clarify further the distinctive characteristics and essential values of
primary education, which has often been neglected in current educational discourses
as focused more upon secondary and higher education.

Key words : children’s happiness and freedom, Rousseau, Fmile, the objectives

and principles of childhood education, primary education curriculum



