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ABSTRACT

Inquiry on the Concept of ‘Class Criticism’

Um Hoon

(Assistant Professor, Cheongju National University of Education)

This paper aims to inquire into the concept of class criticism (CC hereafter) and
propose an alternative concept of CC. First, this paper surveyed various practices
of CC that have been done within Korean educational community over the past
several years. Second, this paper analyzed the notions of the studies of CC from
published journal articles. Third, this paper analyzed the CC process and compared
the process with the analysis of the notions of CC. On the basis of this
comparison, this paper proposes that instruction criticism should be regarded as a
genre.

This study found that there are five facets in CC: ‘CC as a research method’,
‘CC as a new way of reading a class’, ‘CC as a way of critical writing’, ‘producing
and sharing a narrative of a class’, and ‘CC as a movement for new class culture’.
This study also suggested a structure of CC from the CC process analysis.

This paper proposed an alternative concept of CC, that is ‘CC as genre’. The
concept of CC as genre can synthesize the diverse notions of CC and the structure
of CC which was suggested above. In conclusion, the alternative concept of CC is
“an organic genre which is communicated in the class criticism community through

reading and writing activities on class texts and class criticism texts”.

Key words : class criticism, concept of class criticism, structure of -class

criticism, class criticism as genre
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