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ABSTRACT

The Aesthetic Nature of Elementary Education
Based on Plato’s Republic

Eun-Joo Yang(Assistant Professor, Gwangju National University of Education)

Hyun-Jeong Lim(Teacher, Beopseongpo Elementary School)

Reflecting upon the problematic situations of elementary education as having
been affected by uniform competitive social conditions, we need philosophical
inquiry on the essential nature of education for children in Korean society. This
study explores Plato’s philosophy of art and education with a view to the
possibility to illuminate the artistic nature of elementary education, expecting to
provide us with critical insights for re-directing the current elementary school
practices. For this purpose, we deal with three themes. First, we deal with
analytically Plato’s philosophical thoughts on art as mimesis, which shows that the
genuinely true art is to re-present not the sensible things but the ideal being and
thereby cultivating the loving spirit of eros so as to desire and look after the
beauty. Secondly, we examine Plato’s educational theory of mousike in relation to
his theory of art, which indicates that temperance as fundamental disposition
toward harmonious unity comprises the educational aim for the primary stage of
human development. Thirdly, we explore Plato’s critical ideas to discriminate the
various substances and forms with respect to their educative values, which suggests
perceptually good experience preparing for logical reason and artistic simplicity in
form and matter as the criteria for curriculum construction in elementary

education.

Key words : the nature of elementary education, Plato, art as mimesis,
education by mousike, aesthetic education



