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ABSTRACT

What Does the Essay Test Actually Assess?

- Through the Perceptions of High School Students, Teachers, and
Faculty Members -

Wonsuk Lee

(Research Associate, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign)

This article illuminates what the essay test as a college admissions screening
factor actually assesses according to the perceptions of high school students,
teachers, and faculty members. In order to investigate the perceptions of the
groups the mixed methods approach was applied. That is, surveys as quantitative
data and interviews as qualitative data were used in this study. According to the
results of the data analysis high school students and teachers had relatively
negative positions, but faculty members had positive positions on whether the essay
test assesses students’ comprehensive thinking. Especially, the gap of the perceptions
was due to the limitations of the essay test as an assessment tool. Also, the
results of this study shows that the most important thing is to reflect the high
school curriculum when making up the essay test in order to assess students’

comprehensive thinking.

Key words : the essay test, high school curriculum, mixed methods





