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WSUFEIAT H11E HI1S(2008)
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Issues of Literacy Education

Hye-Seung Chung

(Assistant Professor, Gyeongin National University of Education)

This study is intended to find the directions of literacy education by clarifying
the issues of various discussions about the literacy education. The issue of literacy
education here can be further divided into several perspectives that recognizes the
significance and role of literacy, existence method of literacy, and objective of
literacy education. As for the recognition of which function the literacy does in an
individual and/or society, the position that absolutely believes in the role and
importance of literacy while looking at it as a myth conflicts with the position that
sees literacy as a kind of mere human ability in a limited sense. As for the
recognition related to which way the literacy exists, the autonomous point that sees
literacy as a psychological ability of individual conflicts with the ideological point
that literacy is highly related to ideology or power. As for the recognition what the
objective of literacy education is, the position of emphasizing on the functional
literacy conflicts with the position of emphasizing on the critical literacy.

Since the issues that are confronted with are closely related from each other,
the issues related to literacy education can be generalized as a conflict between
two paradigms. They can be presented not only as the functional paradigm that
puts together the position of regarding literacy as a myth, position of recognizing
literacy as an autonomous model and position of asserting the functional literacy as
the most important objective of literacy education, but also as the critical paradigm
that puts together the position of recognizing the importance and role of literacy in
a limited sense, position of recognizing literacy as an ideologic model and position
of arguing literacy as the most important objective of literacy education.

Two paradigms are confronted with each other from the basic recognition about
the study area and literacy based on one paradigm up to the the recognition about
the educational objective and method based on another paradigm. However since
this is an issue in the difference between the viewpoint of literacy and the
educational value, it is difficult to judge which one of two paradigms are right or
wrong. They have contributed to the literacy education in different ways. Therefore,
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both functional literacy and critical literacy can be said as those to be taken
equally rather than taking one side. The thing that only pursues for functional
literacy while believing blindly in the role of literacy is an attitude of not seeing a
part rather than the whole. In the perspective that critical literacy could not be
attained without an emphasis on the basic ability of function literacy, the position
of educating both sides equally would be necessary.

Key Words : literacy, literacy education, practice, skill, literacy myth, autonomous
model, ideologic model, functional literacy, critical literacy
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