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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Elective-centered Curriculum on Department

Satisfaction Level and Career Preparation.

: by Focusing on Law Major College Freshmen
Who Have Taken Law and Society’ in High School

Minsik Choi(Assistant Professor, Ewha Womans University)

Mimi Kim(Graduate Student, Ewha Womans University)

This study investigates the effects of learning experience of the subject ‘Law
and Society’, a subject newly adopted as an intensive optional subject of the 7th
national curriculum. Students in the 11-12th grades take intensive optional subjects
as a part of elective-centered curriculum. The elective-centered curriculum is
designed to give students various experiences in the subjects and expand students’
right to choose subjects they study so that they can plan for their future career
after graduation. We focus on this nature of the intensive optional subjects of
elective-centered curriculum. Our main question in this study is whether students
who have taken ‘Law and Society’ in high school are different from the other
students who have not taken the course in terms of their satisfaction level in the
major that they choose in college and their development of career seeking activity.

The research data were collected from surveying 457 law major college freshmen
in 5 universities located in Seoul. The data analysis was carried out in two
different ways. The t-test was used to compare the two groups (those who have
taken the Law and Society’ and those who have not), and we used multivariate
regression to check the robustness of the results from the first part.

We found two interesting results. First, the differences between the two groups
in terms of career decision level, career identity, and career preparation behavior
were positive and statistically significant while the difference in students’
satisfaction level in their major (law) was positive but statistically not significant.
Second, when we took into account the fact that some students actually did not
have the right to choose the subject because of the limited number of teachers of
the high school they attended, the differences between the two groups in their

career related scores as well as the major satisfaction level became bigger and all



statistically significant. This suggests that students’ right to select subject should
be expanded in order to achieve the goal of the elective-centered curriculum. Third,
we also find that gender difference and student’s experience of repeating in college
entrance exam do not make any statistically significant difference in the major
satisfaction level and the other career-related scores between the two groups.

Key Words : elective-centered curriculum, intensive optional subject, law and

society, major satisfaction level, career decision level, career identity, career

preparation behavior.






