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WSUFEIAT H10H H25(2007)

ABSTRACT

The Issues and Orientation of the Korean Essay Test

Jae-Ki Lee

(Research Fellow, Korea Institute of Curriculum & Evaluation)

This article aims to examine the issues of the Korean essay test and to suggest
the alternatives. The college entrance examination, so called, Nonsul(the Korean
essay test administered by each university) has been enforced for about 20 years.
The social, educational significance of the Korean essay test is immense. However,
the goals, concept and regulations for the application of the Korean essay test are
not clearly defined. This article categorize the issues of the Korean Essay test in
four. They are @ the goals of essay test, @ concept of essay test, @ a person who
makes questions for an examination, @ types of items, ® a person who rating an
answer. The issues cover from Nonsul items to test system.

The desirable alternatives this article suggests are as follows: @ essay test
must evaluate student’s critical, creative thinking ability, @ essay test should focus
on writing as a genre, @ writing task must be open-ended and inclusive, @ rating
system for essay test to reinforce its reliability is needed.

Key Words : essay test, essay writing education, essay test as a mode, essay

test as a genre, critical thinking, creative thinking, essay as a mixture of multiple
subjects
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