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ABSTRACT

On the Enhancement of Character
through Poetry and Philosophy Education

Lee, Myung Joon
(KICE)

Ancient Greek poetry played a significant role in
character education. Greek poetry helped build
attitudes and values of Greek people.

Nonetheless, Plato thought at his time that poetry
is not appropriate for character education any more.
Plato's reason for this is that Athens has been
changed so much. Greek poetry, however, has not
successfully fit to this socid change. As a reault,
Greek poetry has lost its mgor role in providing
attitudes and values for the Athenian. In this sense
Plato thought that poetry is to be substituted for
philosophy. Athens needs the new way of thinking
to adgpt to the changing situation.

According to Plato, Greek poetry, in generd, had
not dedt with what is true. It had mainly described
to touch emotion and volition. It aso praised Greek
heros' life and deeds. Thus, Pato criticized in that
Greek poetry dienated Athenians from  themselves,
since poetry did not ded with the unchangegble, that
is, the Idea but the changesble. Emation and valition
are good and necessay for life. Even it is true, it is
not enough for every individud life. Everyone needs
to control emotion and volition since it is aways
fluctuating.

If a man can not rule emotion and valition, his
life is floating in chacs. Then he will loose who he
is and what to do. In other words, he can not find
himsf in life. He can not identify with himsdf. It is
had for him to stand tal againgt any kinds of
emotiond  fluctuations and hardship by himsdf
without the strong salf-identity.

Thus, Plato thought at this point that Athenians
need philosophy rather than poetry. It does not,
however, mean that Athenians do not need poetry a
al. It means that Athens needs poetry with different
contents. Greek poetry has to limit its role in a
certain range. Greek pods ds have to change ther
point of views to which they regard poetry as
searching and ddivering truths. Otherwise Athens
could not have any hope for its future, since there is
no progress without truth.

In this pgper, | will examine the point in which
Pato criticizes the limits of Greek traditiona poetry,
and why mordity is important in poetry. Then | will
closdy look a why Hato tried to subgtitute poetry
for philosophy for character educaion. Findly | will
try to show from Plato's educationa thought what
kind of lesson we can get for our character education.



